
Finally, I have to say that this 

“time”, now … being a dea-

con, is one of the happiest 

times of my life.  I find it very 

rewarding even though I am 

experiencing “change” and 

that there is a learning curve, I 

am truly blessed to be where I 

am… right where God wants 

me to be… in service to His 

Church. 

 

A Blessed Christmas and a 

Blessed New Year to you All! 

– Deacon Bill O’Brien 

Before ordination I thought 

that afterward there would not 

be much change to what I was 

already doing but that is not 

entirely true.  Things are dif-

ferent.  It is not that I so much 

volunteer my extra time any-

more; my time is promised to 

the service of the Bishop and 

his Church.  It is my Vocation 

now … one as important as 

any marriage, and I am sure 

many of you know what that 

means.  You have to give 100% 

all the time.  But being a parent 

too, I must at the same time bal-

ance it with my other Vocation as 

a parent and grandparent.  Family 

is very important to me and I do 

not want to neglect them.  I am 

thankful that both the Bishop and 

Rector believe that our Family 

responsibilities come first.  And I 

feel my Ministerial responsibili-

ties are a very close second.  I ask 

your prayers so that there is bal-

ance for myself and my fellow 

Deacons. 

 

This second Newsletter from the 

Vocations Committee here in 

our parishes in Ogdensburg is 

emphasizing the role of many 

vocations in the life of the 

Church. When I was asked to 

write about my journey to 

priesthood, I had no idea where 

to begin, but the more I think 

about it now, I have pages to 

write. Without any doubt, I 

could say that the basic founda-

tion of my priesthood began 

when I closely associated my-

self to the altar of God by being 

an altar server right after I re-

ceived my First Holy Commun-

ion. 

At the beginning of my semi-

nary formation we were num-

bered at around 85 seminarians 

but after the 11 years of priestly 

formation in different institutes 

only 5 of us were ordained to 

the priesthood.  Many times, I 

have asked myself and God: 

“Why me?” I must begin by 

saying that it is impossible to 

explain entirely.  For it remains 

a mystery, even to myself. To-

day I am deeply grateful to God 

for my vocation to the priest-

hood.  Nothing means more to me 

or gives me greater joy than to 

celebrate Mass each day and to 

serve God's people in the 

Church.  That has been true ever 

since the day of my ordination as a 

priest.  

The priestly vocation is 

essentially a call to 

sanctity, in the form that 

derives from the Sacra-

ment of Holy Or-

ders.  Sanctity is inti-

macy with God; it is the imitation 

of Christ, poor, chaste and humble; 

it is unreserved love for souls and 

self-giving to their true good; it is 

love for the church which is holy 

and wants us to be holy, because 

such is the mission that Christ has 

entrusted to it.  Each one of you 

must be holy also in order to help 

your brothers pursue their vocation 

to sanctity.  I like to conclude with 

the words of St. John Paul II that 

“The world looks to the priest, 

because it looks to Jesus!  No one 

can see Christ; but everyone sees 

the priest, and through him they 

wish to catch a glimpse of the 

Lord!  Immense is the grandeur 

of the Lord! Immense is the gran-

deur and dignity of the priest!”  

Hence it is the responsibility of 

each one of us not just the priests 

and the religious but everyone is 

called to be holy and create a 

culture of vocations in 

the community where 

we live.  And that is 

how we build the king-

dom of God here on 

earth. This season of 

Advent is a great oppor-

tunity for us to think and come to 

that realization of how God is 

counting on each one of us to do 

our part in his kingdom. There-

fore let us encourage and help 

one another, especially the young 

people of our times to find their 

true vocation.  Please, feel free to 

contact any one of us with any 

questions regarding how to find 

your true vocation; or if you need 

to help someone.  

Wishing you all a Merry Christ-

mas and a fruitful New Year 

2018. 

 ~Rev. Justin Thomas. 

“Newly Ordained Deacon” 
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“It’s not you who 

chose me but I who 

chose you.”  

          - John 15:16 
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“For there is 
born to you, 
this day, in the 
city of David, 
a Savior, who 
is Christ the 
Lord..” 
                                                                             
(Luke 2:11) 

Praying for Vocations:  The Traveling Rosary 

“Boys to MEN” 
When asked to write a brief 

article on fostering vocations 

in boys, I realized that sev-

eral books are needed, not a 

few paragraphs!  The goal 

for parents with boys is to 

raise them to be men:  Men 

who are confident in their 

abilities; humble and appre-

ciative of the abilities of oth-

ers; certain of their faith; 

gentlemen where women are 

concerned; bold and Godly 

examples where other boys 

or men are present.   

How does this happen? Well, 

most of the time it doesn’t! 

Along with our noses, funny 

walk and fear of heights, our 

children have inherited many of 

our weaknesses, not to mention 

original sin.  We counter this 

with prayer…lots of it.  We 

counter this with teaching.  Talk 

with your kids about what God 

wants, WHY He wants it…and 

how His way will guarantee 

their happiness, regardless of 

what the kids (or teachers) at 

school say.  Live these truths!  If 

you don’t know what they are…

find out!  The Church never dis-

appoints if we take the time to 

look deeper. 

If we, as parents, trust what 

the Church teaches, live what 

she teaches, and joyfully 

share this with our kids, they 

stand a much better chance 

of rising above what the 

world has to offer and choos-

ing the path that God has for 

them, whether it be as Faith-

ful husbands, caring Dads, 

Godly priests, adventure-

some Brothers…the sky is 

the limit! 

~ Mrs. Amy Schirmer 

look and what the bag that 

would hold the rosary would 

look like.  I have made the 

bags and he has now made 

more that 16 of the rosaries.  

We have even have had indi-

viduals request their own.” 

 

Right now St. Raphael’s, 

Saints Peter & James in Lis-

bon, Notre Dame Church, 

and St. Mary’s Cathedral has 

people taking the Rosary to 

their home for a week at a 

time.  The Families pray the 

Rosary daily, praying for 

Vocations in their parish and 

diocese.  To participate you 

“Sign UP” on the sheets lo-

cated at the entrances of your 

church, adding your name to 

the list.  Then, a member of 

the Vocations Committee 

will call you when it is your 

turn to take the Rosary Home 

with you.  (Be patient, be-

cause there are a number of 

requests to participate)  Mrs. 

Crowe wrote saying, “People 

who have taken the Rosary 

home to pray have then spo-

ken to us as having men-

tioned a “certain felling” (of 

peace?) as they prayed the 

rosary.”  This Traveling Ro-

sary would be a great way to 

include fam-

ily prayer 

and the fre-

quent pray-

ing of the 

Rosary.  

Why not 

consider 

taking the Traveling Rosary 

home with you sometime. 

 

“One has even gone as far 

away as Pennsylvania to one 

of Adam’s best 

friends...Gene…,” says Mrs. 

Crowe.  “…Gene’s mom 

even wants one so she can 

ask her parish to start a Trav-

eling Rosary there in Penn.”  

The idea is gaining momen-

tum.  “We have had so many 

positive responses, and cards, 

and even people stopping 

Larry on the street to talk 

about the rosary.” 

 

The Vocations Committee 

would like to thank Mr. and 

Mrs. Larry Crowe for their 

contribution of time and tal-

ents to help foster Vocations 

to the Priesthood, the Diacon-

ate, Religious and Conse-

crated Life. 

-Staff writer w/ Mrs. Crowe 

The Traveling Rosary was an 

idea that has been tossed 

around by many different Par-

ishes but it wasn’t until Fr. 

Kevin O’Brien invited Mr. & 

Mrs. Larry Crowe to a voca-

tions meeting to foster Voca-

tions, that the idea got trac-

tion.  Mr. & Mrs. Crowe are 

the parents of a son who has 

gone to be with the Lord, 

Deacon Adam S. Crowe who 

was a seminarian for the Dio-

cese of Ogdensburg. 

 

Once the Crowes went to the 

meeting they expressed a de-

sire to be a part of the Voca-

tions Committee for their Par-

ish at St. Raphael’s in Heuvel-

ton, NY.  St. Raphael’s will 

soon become a linked parish 

with St. Mary’s Cathedral, so 

the committees are combined 

with the Cathedral and Notre 

Dame Parishes.  It was at one 

of these Committee meetings 

that the Idea of a “Traveling 

Rosary” came up again. 

 

Mrs. Crowe wrote, “Everyone 

thought this was a good idea.  

Larry thought about it and 

decided he could make one 

(for the committee to use).  

He knew how he wanted it to 

Find us on Facebook:  https://

www.facebook.com/St-Marys-

Cathedral-Ogdensburg-NY-

169779859747391/ 

“Boys to 

MEN” 
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relationships, something which took 

me awhile to figure out. That missing 

thing was faith, more specifically, a 

faith of which I could freely share 

and receive back from another. It was 

your classic light bulb turning on 

moment. More like, God tapping me 

repeatedly on the side of the head 

going “wake up, listen to me!” When 

I eventually cleaned out my ears so 

as to hear what God was trying to tell 

me, I got clarity. A clarity like I have 

never had before. I realized what my 

vocation was, it was the vocation to 

married life. 

 

  When I met my now wife, Stacey, 

she was everything I ever wanted and 

then some! We still both joke today 

that we had the best divine match-

maker, a matchmaker which knew 

both of our hearts more intimately 

than we did. We both actually found 

each other on the online dating site 

CatholicMatch. Once we met in per-

son, things felt so right. Beyond that, 

we both experienced powerful feel-

ings and total peace whenever we 

both drew near to God, whether that 

be in a church, at a shrine, or just 

spending an intimate moment praying 

together. As our relationship devel-

oped, we both knew where it was 

heading, and we were both excited 

for it. On May 13th of this year, we 

exchanged vows and were married 

in Stacey's hometown parish of St. 

Anthony's in Sheldon, VT. As I 

write this, we have been married for 

a little over six months. I can't share 

much advice in the way of marriage, 

as I am still “wet behind the ears” 

they say. 

 

But what I can say is this, both Sta-

cey's and my life have been trans-

formed in an amazing way. There 

are inevitably going to be moments 

that are difficult, but one thing we 

have found is that our love is 

stronger than any trials we 

will face. More impor-

tantly, when we ground our 

faith and love in God, He 

serves as the strongest 

foundation we will ever 

find. The vocation to mar-

riage has transformed my 

life by changing my think-

ing from what is best for 

me, to thinking what is best 

for my spouse. It breaks 

down the selfish walls soci-

ety tricks us into building 

for ourselves. The vocation to mar-

riage teaches me to love my wife 

like Christ loved his bride, the 

Church. To protect and help guide 

my spouse to get to heaven. Day by 

day, my vocation seems to be guid-

ing me exactly where I need to be. 

Down the road, when Stacey and I 

have a family of our own, the same 

faith which brought us together and 

which we so passionately share to-

gether, we will pass on to our chil-

dren.  They will know love of God 

and neighbor are principles to live 

by regardless of what vocation God 

calls them to.  

 

To be open to God's call and to reply 

“yes” to it, will powerfully trans-

form us and can transform the world. 

 

  --Jesse Sovie 

  Growing up in a strong Catholic fam-

ily, my faith has always been an impor-

tant part of my life. The church wasn't 

just a place we as a family went to 

once a week, it was like a second 

home, and like any home, it contains 

family. Needless to say, being involved 

in my parish as an altar server growing 

up, there were several people in our 

parish that mentioned the big V word, 

vocation. Growing up hearing that 

word, I would immediately think of the 

priesthood or religious life. But as I 

grew more in age and faith, I came to 

realize there were more vocations than 

just the priesthood and reli-

gious life. Over the years, 

more than one person even 

mentioned that I would 

make a good priest and 

asked if that is something I 

felt called to. My response 

was always the same. I 

would reply that I didn't feel 

I was called to be a priest, 

but my mind was always 

open to whatever God 

willed in my life.  

 

  When I was dating, I was still unsure 

of my vocation. For a good chunk of 

time, it wasn't something I seriously 

gave much thought to. When I got 

more serious about my faith, I learned 

that the word vocation comes from the 

Latin word vocare, which means “to 

call”. Rightfully so, God calls each and 

every one of us to a vocation. Should 

we respond “yes” to God's vocation for 

our lives, God promises to make it 

worth our while, because He uses our 

vocation to powerfully transform our 

lives for the better. He will use that 

vocation to make us holy, as we are all 

called to holiness, no exceptions. 

 

  During the journey of dating, one 

thing became clear to me. During that 

time, there was this lingering nagging 

feeling of something missing in the 

My Vocation to Married Life: Love of Another 



and you will be prompted to sign up 

and use our special parish code 

380d3.  Enter that code when 

prompted and fill out your personal 

information.  CREDIT CARD is 

NOT required! 

 

The New Year is fast approaching.  

Maybe you would want to make a 

resolution to “GET FORMED” and 

learn more about Our Glorious 

Catholic Faith.  There is a lot of 

Spiritual Food there for you to ex-

plore, learn, re-learn, and grow in 

knowledge and strength.  Go to 

Formed.org today!  Explore this fan-

tastic website and start getting 

“Formed.”  Share it with your 

friends and family. 

 

~ Merry Christmas & a Blessed New 

Year from Your Evangelization 

Committee! 

FORMED.ORG is a newly expanded “go 

to “ place on the internet to find some of 

the BEST CATHOLIC CONTENT and it 

is FREE to YOU as a Member of St. 

Mary’s Cathedral and Notre Dame 

Church Parishes!!!  You will find some 

of the BEST Catholic Speakers, Christian 

Movies, Books, Audio Talks and best of 

all Bible Studies, Topical Studies such as 

33 Days to Morning Glory, The Second 

Greatest Story Ever Told, The Book of 

Daniel, Saitn Paul, The True Reformers, 

Mary of Nazareth, and so much more.  

The content is growing and expanding 

weekly. 

 

Our Parish(es) has paid for a full sub-

scription so that ALL our PARISHION-

ERS can access this fantastic web site so 

you can do so in the comfort of your own 

home, without any cost!  All you need to 

do is go to the website www.formed.org 

Vocations Committee:  Our Mission 

 We are faithful Catholics of Our Lady’s 

Parishes of Ogdensburg who wish to promote 

Vocations in our Faith Community.  We work 

and pray for the promotion of Vocations to the 

Priesthood, the Diaconate, Religious life, and 

Marriage and Family life. 

 As Catholics by virtue of our Baptism 

into the Body of Christ we are all called to a 

Vocation and everyone of us is called to holi-

ness bringing Christ to the World in which we 

live.  What is your Vocation?  Are you prepar-

ing your Children for their Vocation?  How do 

we do that?  ~ We just have to be an example 

to them—And a light among the nations. 

Our Family of Faith in Ogdensburg: St. 

Mary’s Cathedral & Notre Dame Church 

Have You been “FORMED”? 

Vocations 

Committee 

YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT: 

Address: 

 

c/o Notre Dame Rectory 

125 Ford Street 

Ogdensburg, NY  13669 

 

Phone Numbers for Notre Dame 

Church & St. Mary’s Cathedral  are: 

315-393-5050  &  315-393-3930 

 

Fax:  315-393-6680 

Email: secretary@smcogd.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Evangelization Committee 

has purchased a free book for all 

of our Parish(es) Members.  It 

will be handed out at all our 

Christmas Masses. 

To go along with that book there 

is a link to a study guide that we 

will share with you so that you 

can read and discuss the book 

with others, maybe in a group 

setting? 

Here is the link to print the 

guide:  http://

wiki.lighthousecatholicmedia.or

g/images/e/ee/

Joy_to_the_World_Questions-

Printer_Friendly.pdf    

 

A Blessed Christmas to you 

ALL! 

http://www.formed.org

